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or confraternity—for such it originally was—of the Jains claims
to have been consolidated in the Vth century b.c, by a son of
Raj Siddartha who ruled over a clan near Patna. While still a
young man Raj Siddartha's son adopted a monastic life and was
given the name of Mahavira—the Great Hero. The original
doctrine differed little from the contemporary Buddhism and all
its adepts were monks. Since those days a lay-brotherhood, the
Sravaka or " Householders/' has come into existence, for the
members of which the stringent rules have been relaxed. The
principal doctrine of the Faith is the attainment of Nirvana by
abnegation. This final state can only be reached by souls that
have passed through the stage of Muni, the second highest
grade. As in Buddhism there is no Deity but there have been
twenty-four Tirthdnkaras, or perfected omniscient Beings, all
of whom have reached Nirvana and who are held in great
reverence but not worshipped. Mahavira himself was the last
Tirthankara of their cycle, and no new one has yet arisen
since.
In the Jain belief all objects animate and inanimate possess
souls but much of the simplicity of the early days of the religion
has been abandoned and temple worship has been introduced,
with images of the Tirth&nkaras, who are always represented
nude. Many of the existing doctrines of Jainism resemble
closely those of Hinduism, though the two faiths are antagonistic
and acknowledge no community. The Jains who numbered
in the last Census (1921) 1,178,000 in India are great traders.
They are wealthy, educated and very charitable,
Near the Fort of Delhi, in honour of Shri Shanti Sagar's visit,
the Jains had erected a village of tents, with a vast enclosed and
covered space for the Sadhu's receptions, and a temporary temple
and all the requisites for the practice of religion. So enthusiastic
were they that a fair has been organized in the same enclosure,
with shops in which only Indian goods were sold and " Round-
abouts," with fantastic tigers instead of horses, for the children*
It was at this spot that, at the invitation of the Jain community^
I was present—the only European—at the ceremony of the
removal of the hair from the head and face of one of the
Munis.
In the centre of an open square, a dais, sheltered from the sun
by a rich canopy of red and yellow material, had been erected.
On this platform, open on all sides, were ranged on two levels
eight small wooden tables* The centre two were raised and on

